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Summary: 

 The Hamilton Conservation Authority has recently demolished a residential 

building within the Dundas Valley; for the purposes of returning the property to its 

natural state.  

 The ‘Freeman House’ was a single detached home that was left vacant by the 

previous tenant. The residence required upgrading if it was to be rented again. When 

discussions arose regarding what to do with the building and property, naturalizing it 



was clearly the best option, and highlights how the HCA is fulfilling several strategic 

directives of the Dundas Valley 50 Year Vision and Strategy.  

Strategic Directives:  

Protect Rare and Endangered Species 

In order to protect rare and endangered species within the Dundas Valley, one must 

look to opportunities to reclaim green space or naturalize areas. Bringing back 

properties to their natural states, regardless of size, creates the opportunity for rare, 

endangered and other species to maintain a sustainable population. The site had been 

used in the past by Barn Swallows, a threatened species in Ontario. In order to mitigate 

any disruption to the species, and to encourage future use, a replica habitat was 

constructed to house the Barn Swallow (pictured below).  

Protect and Enhance the Connectivity of Ecosystems  

Although not a large segment of land, returning this property to its natural state will add 

to the total amount of land being conserved for the connectivity of ecosystems.  

Protect and Enhance the Health of Streams, Watercourses, and Waterfalls 

Removing the building and allowing the land to naturalize will help address both water 

quality and quantity.  

                 

                                                                      Barn Swallow Habitat   

Conclusions:  

 Central to the Dundas Valley 50 Year Vision and Strategy is managing, 



promoting, and where possible creating green space within the Dundas Valley. 

Reclaiming green space, wherever possible, is essential to the preservation and 

enhancement of the Dundas Valley, now and for the next 50 years. The demolition of 

the residence on this property is in keeping with several Strategic Directives of the 

Dundas valley 50 Year Vision and Strategy.  
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